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1s | | proper 4 could think of to give my 


9925 50 5 | 5 tion n of the Goſpel to the Gentiles 4 

and to convince them, that the 

wonderful ſucceſs it met with was a good proof of its 
divine origin and authority. I was afterwards ap- 
pointed to preach at a Public Ordination, and having 
not time enough to compoſe a new diſcourſe, 1 did be- 
lieve, that a few alterations might make this very ſuita- 
ble to that ſolemn occaſion. It was then ſo muth ap- 


proved of by the Biſhop ana the Clergy who were 


preſent, that I determined with my ſelf upon their 
94A 2 judge 


iv CRE A © E 
: judgment of its value to caſt this my mite into that 
noble Treaſury f learning and reaſoning, which has 
of late N 1 8 in N 0 our Chriſtian Faith. 


| ALI the e that can be drawn from the 
Prophecies of the Old Teftament, or from the Mira- 
cles recorded in the New, have been lately put together 
| with extraordinary exatineſs, and urged in their full. 
force by a moſt learned Prelate of our Church, and 
other able Writers ; who have demonſtrated, that all 
the characters, types or figures, whereby Moſes and the 
Prophets deſcribed the promiſed Meſſiah, were appli- 
cable to, and wonderfully accompliſhed in the perſon 
of Jeſus ; 3 who alſo * doing works which none other 
man ever did, or ® can do, except God' be with him, 
proved himſelf to be the Chriſt, and a teacher come 
from God : aud conſequently, the Chriſtian Revelation 
mnuſ be divine. 


M v deſign gn in this diſcourſe is to carry b ar- 
guments ſomewhat further, and to ſbew a poſteriori, 
that the amazing progreſs of the goſpel through the 
world cannot be accounted for by other means, than 
the power of truth, aud the charms of virtue enforced 
upon the conſciences of Men by the influences of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by Miracles, and by the hopes of heavenly glory. 
For ſmce there Was Wanting in Jeſus no one circumſtance, 
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® Joh, xv, 24s _ Þ iii. 26 
mark 
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mark, or © ater dee e by any of the Prophets 

io the promiled Meſſiah; ſince there appeared no fraud, 
or ſuſpicion of juggling in his Miracles ; and ſince his 
dofirine is really. good. and excellent; God's: bare per- 
mitting it. to encreaſe and flouriſh in the ſame man- 
ner he himſelf had preditied, and at a time when it 
was leaſt likely to do ſo, is to me a convincing evi- 
dence , that the Chriſtian Religion can ve. no im- 
poſture. 


Brs1D ES, ſmce all the weapons. of worldly war- 
fare, wealth, power, learning and eloquence pointed with 
the keeneſt wit and malice, could not get the maſtery 
over a few. poor, weak, unlearned and ſimple men, or 
| ſuppreſs their Doctrine; may we not rationally conclude 


with Gamaliel, hat it was of. God, and therefore 
they could not overthrow it ? for if. this counſel or this 


work had been of Man, it would have come to nought 0 3 
any impoſture muſt haue been detected in that in- 
quiſitive and knowing age, or elſe it would have been 
blaſted by God. In vain therefore do the indefatiga- 
ble Patrons of infidelity at this diſtance of time: ſearch 
_ after faults or forgeries in the Chriſtian Revelation, 
unleſs their Invention be more ſhrewd than that of thoſe, 
who have gone before them in as violent an oppoſition - 
to the Goſpel, as they themſelves can make. Surely they 
underſtand not what they read in the Prophet Eſaias, 
: No weapon that is formed. againſt thee ſhall prolper ; 
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* Acts V. 38, 39 a Iſaiah liv, I 1s: 


and 
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and every tongue that ſhall riſe again! he in judg- 
ment, thou ſhalt condemn. This is the heritage of 


the ſervants of the Lo Ro, and their righteouſneſs is 
of me, faith the LORD. CHRIST hath built his 


Church upon a rock, and the gates of hell ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt it. 


I nave tited i in the manner of Notes ſeveral paſ- 
ſages out of Authors of the beſt learning and judgment, 


whereby the Reader will ſee, what ſtreſs the Advocates 


of our Religion have always laid upon the miraculous 
Propagation of it through the world. If have 
placed this argument in ſo good a light, and urged it 
with ſuch force, as to remove the leaſt ſcandal from 
Chriſtianity, to ſtrengthen one perſon in his faith, or 
make one better in his life, my pains will be well be- 
flowed, and I ſhall have a better reaſon for publiſhing 
this Sermon, than what appears in the Titles page 3 
though that 16 always Ll great weight with me. 
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M ARK l. 30, 31,32, Verſes, 


30. _ he ſaid, hereunto ſball we lilen the King- 


dom of God? or. with what FIN. ſhall we 
compare it? 


3 r. It is like a grain of Muſtard- ſeed, which, when 


it is ſown in the earth, is s leſs than all the ſeeds that 
be in the earth. 


32, But "when. it is 5 ſown, it groweth up, and becometh 


greater than all herbs, and ſhooteth out great branches, 
ſo that the fowls ao 0 rhe air may e under the 
e of, Fe i 
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of God in a great variety of Para- 
bles. The Kingdom of God is an 


— 


Nele 


FW * \ 8 WE writings of the Evangeliſts, and 
aon to ſignify the Nate of the 
_ goſpel, or the chriſtian religion: and 


M hors muſt here mean thoſe truths and circumſtances 


of it, Which had been hitherto hidden and conceled, 


and were yet to come. Parables are no other than fit 


likeneſſes, and lively compariſons taken from the objects 


of our ſenſes, but figuring to us en n as they 
really are or will be.. 


SUCH is the Parable of my text, and tho it might 
not at the time of ſpeaking” be clearly and fully under- 
ſtood without expounding, being then a Myſtery": yer 
ſince the event prefigured by it is come to pals, every one 
muſt. ſee, that in the growth and flouriſhing of the mu- 
fears: ſec the riſe and progreſs of the Chriſtian religion 


Was 


n UR Saviour in this Chapter deli- 
ilirers /e myſtery of the kingdom 


expreſſion very common in the 
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Was 5 foretold. For as 4 grain of lara ſeed, when it 
zs ſown in the Earth, is the leaſt of all ſeeas, tor thus 
it was in the climate of Fudæa, even to a proverb: ſo 
was Chriſtianity at its firſt appearance little, and in- 
conſiderable, received only by a few, 'and thoſe mcan 
perſons. But when this grain of muſtard-ſeed is grown, 
t is the greateſt among herbs, and becometh a tree, 
ſhooting- out great branches, ſo that the fowls of the 
air may lodge under the ſhadow of it. ſo it was in 
fact with the doctrine of the goſpel; which, tho” at 
firſt deſpiſed and lightly eſtcemed of by the Jews, ſoon 
ſpread over all the earth, it took root and flouriſhed a- 
mong all the nations of the Gentiles, and became the 
wonder and the religion of the World. 
War Parable therefore, likeneſs or compariſon 
could our Saviour chuſe, ſo fit as this of the grain of 
muſtard-ſeed, whereunto to liken or compare the king- 
dom of God in this particular reſpect? There cannot be 
written or imagined any deſcription at this day, which 
will be a more exact and lively picture of the riſe and, 
progreſs of the goſpel; This therefore mult, be the: 
myſtery of the Parable, and we cannot more juſtly and 
properly apply it, than to this great and ſurprizing event, 
as the true end and accompliſhment of it; and which 
our Saviour could not but have in his view, whilſt he 
foreſaw and foretold to his Diſciples the future ſtate 
and circumſtances of his religion in the world. 15 
My Text then, thus taken and applyed, is a alone pro- 
phecy .of the ſucceſs and flouriſhing of chriſtianity. in 
the world, and will N lead me to nie, 14851 


© Wu A T cauſes. may be e. canal to an ef. 
fet ſo ſtrange and univerſal, being very little and de- 
ſpicable i in its beginnings | 


Us n- > 


2 Matt. all . Luke ll. 19. 
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II. How far this ſucceſs may be urged as an argu- 
ment of its truth, and a good proof of its divine origin 
and authority. 


I. FIRST, I am to enquire, what cauſes may be 
aſſigned equal to an effect ſo ſtrange and univerſal, as 
the ſucceſs and flouriſhing of Chriſtianity. And to judge 
aright upon this enquiry, we muſt quite change the 
preſent ſcene of things, ſearch the records of ages paſt, 
and draw the picture of thoſe times, wherein the Goſpel 
took its riſe, and made its progreſs. We muſt ſtrip it 
of every advantage it may enjoy from education and 
eſtabliſhment, and we muſt cancel every obligation of 
honour and obedience to the perſon of our Lord. We 
muſt ſhake off all the affection and love we have for 
our Redeemer; nay, we mult arraign and condemn him 
in our thoughts, as an impoſtor and uſurper. That 
good zeal and reverence we ought to ſhew for the faith, 
which was once delivered to the Saints, and atteſted by 
their blood, muſt be changed into prejudice, hatred and 
_ oppoſition, far beyond what a chriſtian breaſt ought to 
conceive againſt the revilings of an infidel or apoſtate. 
We muſt look upon its Author in the very ſame light, 
in which he appeared unto the world about 1700 years 
ago, as the reputed d ſon of a carpenter, by a virgin of 
as mean a parentage, born in a ſtable, ſuppoſed to come 
out of Nazareth, a city grown contemptible to a Pro- 
verb ; and yet claiming the © hereditary honours of Da- 
vids family, nay, a right to be his Lord, the Meſſiah, 
and the Son of the living God. 
MIRACLES, it is true, ſupported theſe extraordina- 
ry pretenſions, but then they gained him no other reti- 
nue, than a few, poor, unlearned, ſimple men; for the 


Matt. xiii. 35. Luk. ii. 7: Joh. i. 45. Matt, xxil, 42. xvi. 16, 17. 
| | B intereſt, 
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intereſt, authority and reputation of the Jewiſh Nulers 
were all againſt him. d Have any of the Rulers, or of 


the Phariſees, believed on him ? was thought an argu- 


ment of greater weight, than his preaching « or his mira- 
cles. And theſe Rulers, Phariſees, and the Prieſts 
prevailed ſo far, as in a legal way to execute him on the 
croſs for a falſe prophet, and a ſeducer of the people, 
and with a ſhew of juſtice too, for they ſat in Moſes 


ſeat, and pretended to judge by Moſes law. 


AN D had theſe things been ſo, the faction donbtleſs 


muſt have expired with him; for it is ſcarce poſſible to 


imagine, that thoſe Apoſtles, who had juſt before deni- 


ed and deſerted an accuſed Maſter, ſhould return to own 


a crucified one, when ſuch a profeſſion was ſure to ex- 
pole them to infamy, ſufferings and death. 
BESIDES, the Doctrine they had in commiſſion to 
preach was new and ſingular ; objections, of which it 
is eaſy to know the force, if human nature be till the 


ſame. The Fews were to reſign the darling privilege 


of being a peculiar people, and to give up the law of 


Moſes, with all hopes of a temporal Meſſiah: and the 


Phariſees were to diſclaim thoſe traditions, on which 
their whole eſteem and wealth were built. The Gen- 
tiles were to plead guilty to the charge of abominable | 


idolatries, and every nation was to renounce a ſcheme 


of religion, that had been ſettled by public law, reve- 


renced for its antiquity, and woven into the civil con- 


ſtitution; and which we may ſuppoſe every honeſt per- 
ſon thro' the prejudice of education believed true. And 
of all prejudices from education, none is ſo obſtinate 
and hard to be removed, as that of religion, which be- 
ing planted in our tender years carries a laſting and ſa- 
cred reverence along with it, ſo that not to waver be- 
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comes a point of conſcience and a religious du— 
ty e. - 

110 EVER, the Goſpel might in time prevail by 
its truth and purity on minds diſpoſed to think and 
reaſon, and willing to prove all things, and to hold faſt 
that which is good in faith or practice. But how few 
were of this number? And would not theſe good qua- 
lities of truth and purity have ſtopped its progreſs thro' 
a world oycr-run with every fort of ſin, which ſprung 
from corrupted nature, and under the kindly influence 
of ignorance and ſuperſtition, had been growing for 


ages paſt into fixed habits? What difficulty muſt it be 


to ſtruggle with, and maſter all the luſts, appetites and 


vices of human nature? and by what force could the 


Goſpel change the bias, that intereſt, honour and cuſtom 
had given to them? How hard a task muſt it have been 
to root theſe out, and in their ſtead to ſow the ſeeds of 


vertue, and bring them to perfection in ſo bad a foil ? 


Might not the Ethiopian as ſoon change his Skin, or 
the Leopard his ſpots, as men in this condition become 
wile and good? 5 ; 

As for the Miniſters of the Goſpel choſen by our 
Saviour to bring about ſo difficult an enterpriſe, they 
were no other than twelve ſimple Men, and of a deſpi- 
ſed nation ; remarkable for nothing but their meanneſs 
and their poverty, without languages, learning, ſagaci- 


ty or intereſt, without any ſtudied ornaments of ſpeech, 


or fine arts of perſuaſion, timorous to a fault, and for 


a while even diffident of their Maſter's promiſes, for all 


——— 
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e Grotius ſets this Difficulty in a true Light. ui Chriſtianiſmum, Apo- 

. . _ . * A A 
ſtolis docentibus, receperunt, animum non habebant a certa norma Re- 
ligionis vacuum, ac proinde ductilem, ut qui Paganica ſacra, & Mabu- 


metis legem primi ſuſceperunt ; ſed contra, impletum opinionibus & 


conſuetudine, quæ velut altera natura eſt, repugnante cum iſtis novis 
inſtitutis, educati ſcilicet, legumq; & parentum autoritate confirmatl 
in ſaeris Paganicis, aut Fudaicis ritibus. Grotius de Ver. Chriſtianæ Relig . 


Lib. II. cap. 22. N W 
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forſook him and fled, when Judas had betray'd him un- 
to death. And yet we ſee eleven of them ſoon after 
his crucifixion going forth to preach before Kings and 
Princes, to diſpute with the wiſe, and fro teach all na- 


tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 


of the Son. and of the Holy Ghoſt. And in ſo ſur- 


priſing a manner was their preaching carried on, that to 
ſpeak in the language of St. Fohn, we may reſemble 


them to an Angel flying in the midft of heaven, having 


the everlaſting goſpet to preach unto them that dwell 


on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 


tongue, and people 8, 85 | 
BU r of their ſucceſs let their Enemies inform us, 


Who make it matter of wonder and complaint ; for in 


a few years, leſs than ſeventy, the Kingdom of Jeſuis had 
far outſtretched the bounds of the Roman Empire; tho' 
its ruin was every where threaten'd and conſpired : for 
the Fews uſed all their force and malice to ſtifle it in its 
birth; the Philoſophers ſtood up with pretenſes of de- 
monſtration to ſhew that the Doctrine of a crucified” Sa- 
viour was fooizſhneſs, and that the ſtory of His reſur- 
rection from the dead was abſurd and impoſſible; the 
Orators were ready to exert all the artifice and power 
of wit and eloquence z and the Populace oppoſed it all 
they could, after their uſual way, by calumnies, lies and 
fury. Nay, the Civil Power, after all, ſtepped in with 
its aſſiſtance, and reſolved, as upon the only ſure. and, 
effectual means, to. cut off every offender ; and to le. 
cure at leaſt one good end of puniſhment, the deter- 
ring others, Death was repreſented to them in all its 
frightful ſhapes h; for Chriſtian Criminals were to ex- 


pire, 


— 


5 Matt. xxxHi. 19. | ® Rev. xiv. 6. 
h Tis afhiciebantur tormentis, quibus crudeliora nulla reperiri pote- 
rant; ſupplioia vero ad mortem tam frequentia, ut teſtantur illorum 


remporum ſeriptores, nulla fame, nulla peſtilentia, nullo bello plus ho- 


minum 
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pire, or rather live, ſo long as nature or art could ſup- 


port them, under all the variety of exquiſite pain and 


torture the moſt malicious or ſhrewd imagination could 
invent. And yet in all theſe tryals St. Paul glories, 
that they were more than Conquerors i, ſo that the King- 
doms of this world became the Kingdoms of our Lord 
and his Chriſt *. 


1. As for the cauſes of this victory and ſucceſs, the 
firſt, which I ſhall mention, is this, That our religion is 
in itſelf really excellent, and exactly ſuitable to our na- 
ture in its moſt perfect ſtate ; for it furniſheth the mind 
with all neceſſary knowledge of divine things, and ex- 
plains to us moſt clearly the nature and perfections of 


| God, ſo that all may know him from the leaſt even to 


the greateſt |, more perfectly than did the moſt ſagaci- 
ous reaſoner in the days of Pagan darkneſs. The Goſ- 


pel alſo gives us a compleat ſyſtem of moral duties, and 


cach of them there ſtand upon the ſtrongeſt evidence, 
and ratified by the Authority of the Governor of the 
Univerſe, which is only proper to enact them into 
laws: And their obſervance is ſecured by thoſe fit 
ſprings or ſanctions of moral actings, eternal happineſs 
and miſery, which may carry our views beyond the 
pleaſures or evils of this world, may. be ever preſling 
upon our hopes and fears, and provoke men to every. 
good work. 1 

GoD's image on the ſoul was indeed ſtrangely de- 
faced, and man had perverted the aprightneſs of his na- 
ture by ſeeking out many inventions ; the taſte and re- 
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minum uno tempore abſumptum. Nec vulgaria erant mortium genera, 
ſed vivicomburia cruces, atq; id genus pœnæ, quæ fine maximo hor- 
rore legi, aut cogitari non poſſunt. Grot. de Ver, Chriſtiane Relig. Lib. II. 
cap. 22+ h | 


i Rom, Viii. 3). * Rev. xi. 15. 1 Heb. viii. 11. 


liſh. 
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liſh of his mind for ſpiritual knowledge and good were 


_ almoſt changed into averſion, ſo that a recovery could 
not but be difficult. However, a ſtate of fin, as a ſtate 


of natural irregularity, muſt ever be attended with un- 
eaſineſs, and men muſt feel from it a painful diſorder 
in their minds and bodies. Reaſon, judgment and con- 


ſcience were never without ſome influence, and our facul- 


ties are all ſo framed, as to perceive a difference between 


good and evil, and to reflect a pleaſure from the impreſ- 


ſions of the one, and trouble and diſquiet from thoſe of 


the other. Nay, truth and virtue undiſguiſed will al— 
_ ways command our aſſent and approbation, though they 


lay no neceility on our choice and practice. No won- 
der therefore that the wiſe and good followed after chri- 


tian godlineſs, ſince it is profitable unto all things, 


having promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
Which is to come mw. N 


2. BU r a ſecond reaſon of the Goſpel's ſucceſs may 
be, that it was a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to 
diſperſe the dark clouds of ignorance, error and ſuper— 
ſtition. And as the latter of them fell in with the de- 
firesof ſinful man to recover the favour of his God, and 


to make atonement for his tranſgreſſions by ſacrifices, 
and the mediation of Beings, better than himſelf ; ſo 
it was natural for thoſe, who were miſled by theſe good 
and religious principles, to have embraced with joy the 
glad tidings of grace and mercy in the goſpel, the remiſ- 
fon of ſins upon repentance, an all- ſufficient ſacrifice, 
and a Mediator, whoſe interceſſions can never fail; 
and to have received with tranſport the revealed aſſuran- 
ces of future exiſtence and glory, which the Soul could 


not but long after in order to compleat its happineſs, and 


to make human life a wile and regular deſign. 


Nin. 8. 


3. 1 HIRD- 


Are 
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3. THIRDLY, The very way of preaching the goſpel, 
and the character of its Preachers, muſt have promoted 
the ſucceſs of it; for integrity, ſincerity, and plainneſs, 
were their moſt diſtinguiſhing qualities, The whole 
ſtory of their Maſter's life and doctrines, and of their 
own faults and failings, is told without art or diſguiſing, 


and is fitted to the loweſt apprehenſions, by an open ſim- 


plicity, that ſhews it comes from honeſt and well mean— 
ing minds, affecting the hearts of them who hear or 
read it, and therefore was moſt likely to gain a real be- 
lief and a laſting eſteem. And indeed happy was it for 
our religion, that the firſt Preachers of it uſed no ſtudied 
ornaments of ſpeech, or moving arts of perſuaſion, which 
often gain upon the minds of men, and ſteal erroneous: 
doctrines into the undiſcerning or unwary; for thus be- 
ing deſtitute of falſe charms and allurements, its conqueſts 
and ſucceſs muſt be owing to plain evidence, and the. 
unaſliſted force of truth and virtue, which prevailed over 


the ſpirit of error and wickedneſs, of deluſion and diſ- 


obedience. For Chriſtianity had indeed ſo wonderful an 
influence over the lives and manners of men, that it 


has been doubted, whether any motive, even miracles 
themſelves, was more ſucceſsful in the ſpreading it, than 
the exemplary piety, and uncommon virtues of its Preach- 


ers, and firſt Converts; for upon the change of their re- 
ligion there followed a moſt ſurpriſing alteration in the 
ſpirit and remper of their minds; they who before de- 
nied God in their works, being abominable and diſobedi- 
ent, unclean, and to every good work reprobate, became 
immediately new men, renewed- in the ſpirit of their 
minds, being holy in all manner of converſation, and 


as it were created anew in righteouſneſs and true ho- 


lineſs a. And how affecting to all who ſaw them muſt 


— 


n Tit. i. 16. Eph. iv. 23. 1 Pet. i. 13. 
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be the light of their good works, railing every where 
wonder and emulation? Their piety and virtaes muſt 
have adorned the doctrines of the Goſpel, and have look- 
ed with ſo amiable a countenance, as to charm and invite 
many to it: and have carried ſo much majeſty and au- 
thority, as to command reverence from its greateſt ene- 
mies, and make men to acknowledge, that ® God was 
in them of a truth, and to glorify their Father, which 
was in heaven, and his Son on earth. 


4. Bur, laſtly, how mighty to convince mult be that 


ruling principle, which ſhone forth in an Apoſtle's conduct, 


P we ſeek not yours, but you, excited by no other mo- 


tives than the love of truth, God's glory, and the good 
of ſouls. And indeed their Enemies by ſtripping the 
chriſtian religion of all ſecular encouragement, and ad- 


vantages, have confirmed beyond diſpute, that it was free 
from all ſuſpicions of worldly views, that it was not ad- 
vanced or ſettled upon the proſpect of glory and honour, 
nor entertained through fear or hope, intereſt or plea- 
fure ; but in regard to truth, the favour of God, and 
the promiſes of another life. Even Martyrdom itſelf 
could not but raiſe a credit to its evidence, and prove 


the marvellous means of its more abundant increaſe 4. 


For the blood of Martyrs was rather the ſeed of the 
Church, which like the grain of muſtard-ſeed in the Pa- 
rable, grew and waxed a great tree, ſhooting out wide 
and flouriſhing branches, ſo that Chriſtians ſprang up 


0 1 Cor. xi v. 25. Mat. V. 16. 7 2 Cor xii. 14 ec. Acts XX. 33. 
2 Grotius gives this argument its juſt force. Quare cum Chriſtiana Reli- 
gio hac quoq; in parte tam in immenſum czteras excellat, merito aliis 
anteponenda eſt. Ex illà tanta multitudine omnis generis, ſexaſq; ho- 
minum tot locis diſtintorum, qui pro hac Religione mori non dubita- 
runt, colligendum, magnam aliquam tantæ conſtantiæ fuiſſe cauſam, 
uz aliz cogitari non poteſt, quam lux veritatis, & Dei Spiritus. De 
Verit. Chriſtians Relig. Lib, Il, C. 22. | N | 
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faſter than any Perſecution could cut them down: and 
their death did at leaſt awaken the curiofity and attenti- 
on of eycry one to examine opinions, for which the 
vouchers ſhould eyen dare to die in crowds. And upon 
ſuch an examination Chriſtianity could not but have had 
many Converts to it, though God had not bore witneſs 
to it both with ſigns and wonders, and with diverſe 
miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his 
own will, And among the number of thoſe gifts, 1 
reckon the inward operation of the Spirit on the minds 
of men, * renewing, enlightening, and ſanftifying 

them, filling them with all joy and peace in believing, 
and bringing forth the fruits of goodneſs, righteouſneſs 
and truth. To theſe Cauſes we may aſcribe the ſurpri- 
ſing ſucceſs, and univerſal ſettlement of our Faith : but 
how far theſe may be urged, as arguments for its truth, 
and good proofs of its divine origin and authority, I ſhall 
now conſider 


2. UNDER my ſecond general head. And that they 
are ſuch, it would be enough to produce none other 
than the evidence of Prophecy; for though we ſhould 
allow a knowledge leſs than infinite, able to diſcover and 
foretel events beyond human view, yet when ſuch events 

are inſiſted on as Credentials from God, his goodneſs 
will be concerned to prevent their accompliſhment : and 
He, who governs futurity, muſt be ſuppoſed, ſince men 
cannot, to ſtop the progreſs of an Impoſtor, in whom 
there was not wanting any one circumſtance, character, 
or mark, which the ancient Prophets had appropriated to 
the promiſed Meæſſiah. As to the ſpeedy progreſs of che 
goſpel, and the glorious increaſe of the Chriſtian Church, 
by the converſion of the Gentiles, a man mult be a 


OY 
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If 1 to the writings of the Prophets, who wants to be 
r reminded of the many * paſſages, that expreſly prædict 

* theſe extraordinary events in the moſt lively figures, ſo 
that they ſeem rather to be written, as the hiſtory of the 
goſpel- ſtate, and chronicles of its ſucceſs and victories, 
than a prophetic deſcription of times and events to 
come. Thus ſtrong is their evidence in our favour, and 


plain paſſages of the New Teſtament, that this Goſpel 
of the Kingdom ſhould be preached in all the world for 
l || a witneſs unto all nations, and that he would build his 
Io | Church upon a rock, and that the gates of hell ſhould 
1 not prevail againſt it u. Theſe B muſt put the 
i controverſy beyond diſpute, and aſcertain the divine ori- 
d | gin and power of chriftianity,. whoſe ſpreading in ſo- 
\ 8 ſhort a time was ſo unlikely, that as nothing but the 
1K wiſdom of God could foreſee it, ſo nothing but his power 
1 could bring it to pals, 
*F THE ancient Apolagiſis for our faith have indeed 
1 gone much farther, and urge the mere ſucceſs of 
the goſpel, as an argument of force ſufficient to create. 
a reaſonable belief of it. Nor ought we, I think, to 
decline their aſſiſtance, though I am well aware of 
ſome objections againſt it. As that, ſucceſs can be no 
meaſure of truth, or motive to our aſſent, which ought 
only to rely on the evidence of things, or certainty of 
facts. Proſperity and extent of dominion are not in the 
ordinary courſe of Providence marks of a good caulc ; 
why then of a true religion ? And with how much 
juſtice may the Pagan and Mahometan retort this argu- 
ment on the Chriſtian ? And thus much we muſt give 


« 
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4 Gen. xlix. 10, Iſai. xi. 10. xlix. 6, Dan. y Vii, 13, 14. Zech, ix, 1 10. 
Mal. i. 11. | 


n Mat xxiv. 14. xvi, 18. 


up, 


to which nothing need be added, except our Saviour's 
own prædictions in the Parable of my text, and in other 
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up, that bare ſucceſs or proſperity can never change 


the neceſſary relations between truth and falſchood, good 
and evil; for truth and virtue muſt continue the ſame ; i 


though they ſhould not prevail over error and vice. And 
yet the reaſoning we make ule of will ſtand the teſt, 
being founded upon this clear difference, that the pre- 
valence of Chriſtianity can only be imputed to its na- 
tive truth and goodneſs, and to the miraculous aſſiſtance 


and bleſſing of Providence, whereas that of the other 
two religions, is owing to natural cauſes, human means, 
and to motives, Which OE” their falfity and cor- 


ruption. 

As for Heatheniſin; no one ſcheme of it was uni- 
verſal, but every nation had Gods, and a worſhip of 
them peculiar to itſelf. Nor would it be impoſlible to 
trace in Hiſtory the riſe and progreſs of every ſpecies of 


Idolatry, ſuperſtitious rite, or erroneous opinion. Pri- 
mitive or Patriarchal religion corrupted by degrees 


with human nature, till it became ſuited to the yicious 


tempers and carnal inclinations of mankind, and then 
ſoon grew into reverence through cuſtom, or was eſta- 
| bliſhed by Civil Power, being firſt made ſubſervient 
to Civil policy by the management of crafty ſtateſmen. 


Whereas the Philoſophers, and ſome of the wiſeſt and 
beſt Heathen were ſenſible of the folly and ſuperſtition 
of their publick worſhip, but not knowing how to re- 
medy the evil by a perfect ſcheme, they comply'd by an 


external carriage, out of love to peace, and their own 


ſafety, though a ſincere belief, and conſcientious appro- 


bation were both wanting. | 
As to the progreſs of Mahomet's impoſture, no one 


will be ſurpriſed at it, who is not a ſtranger to his life 
and Alcoran. For there was in his days juſt ſuch a cor- 
ruption of the CHriſtian religion, in fuch times of dark- 
neſs and ignorance, and by ſuch inſenſible ſteps, as there 


was heretofore of Natural religion, when Heatheniſin 
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prevailed, An univerſal degeneracy of principles and 
manners, the ſeas and diviſions of the Greek Church, 
and the bad eſtate of the Eaſtern Empire, were. thoſe 
fad, but favourable conjunctures of which this Impoſtor 
( voluptuarius & armatus) full well knew the uſe, and 
calculated his faith and morality, rewards and penalties, 


to the times wherein he lived, and the corruption of 


them. He founded a civil and religious dominion on the 


ruins of Judaiſm and Chriſtianity, and out of the fa- 


ſhionable Errors of both, framed a ſyſtem of doctrines, 


well pleaſing to fleſh and blood, which he planted, and 
his ſucceſſors have maintained, not by conviction or mi- 


racles, but by worldly motives, and the power of the 


ſword x. 5 1 „ 5 
Bur how different were the methods by which the 


Chriſtian Faith ſpread its conqueſts o'er the world: Its. 


victories were the victories of reaſon, truth and virtue, 


unaſliſted. by human power, wealth, learning, policy or 
cloquence. For it aroſe, as its Enemies allow, from mean 


and, in human view, deſpicable beginnings.. Its Au- 
thor and his Followers courted not by, baſe compliances 
the intereſt of the Great, or the favour of the Populace ;- 
they reſigned all worldly advantages, and flattered no re- 


— — 


— 


uperſtitio quicquid plauſibile ac probabile in Chriſtiana religione repe- 


ritur, & quæ nature legi ac lumini conſentanea videntur, & ſub boni 


veriq; ſpecie decipit. Myſteria illa fidei noſtræ, quæ primo aſpectu in- 


credibilia & impoſſibilia abr, & præcipue quæ nimis ardua hu- 
refat. prodromi Alcorani. And again, 
in præfat. ad Alcorani refutationem, p 9. Ego ſemper in ea opinione fui 


manæ nature, penitus excludit. 


( experientia id mihi, & ratione ſuadente-) quod ſi Alcoranus & Evan- 


gelium gentibus illis propenatur, ſemper Alcoranum potius & Mahume- 
_ticam ſuperſtitionem quam Evangelium & Chriſtianam religionem am- 
plexuræ ſint, niſi antea & de Evangelii veritate, & de Alcorani fraudibus. 
& mendaciis probe inſtruantur. Prima quippe facie ea, quæ hic habet, 
naturæ præſertim corruptæ didamini magis conformia apparent, quam 
quæ illud pr oponit, —_ X 


ligion, 


* See Grotius De verit. Relig. Chriſtianæ. Lib. vi. c. 1, 7. Maraccius's- 
Fee, about Mahometiſm are alſo well worth your reading. Habet hæc 
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ligion, ſect or party: but reſolved to convert all nations, 
tho devoted to ſome Tutelar Deities, and ſettled in their 
worſhip by Civil laws. Their intention to baniſh every 
ſort of Idolatry was declared and open, Y and no ſooner 
were the human props of power, wealth and policy ta- 
| ken away, but Heathen ſuperſtition fell down, and broke 
9 to pieces, like Dagon before the ark of God. The Devils 
x) were every where ſubject unto it, and their oracles ſtruck 
3 dumb. No ſooner did the ſun: of righteouſneſs ariſe; 
2 and his light break forth to the utmoſt corners of the 
'F earth, but the clouds of ignorance and error ftew before 
I | it. The Preachers of the Goſpel, mean and unlearned 
as they. were, baffled whole Synagogues, put the Schools 
of Philoſophers to ſilence, ſtruck an awe into courts of 
Judicature, and made their way with triumph through. 
all the oppoſition and reſiſtance, that the luſts and pre- 
EF judices of men, armed with the power and wiſdom of 
W the whole world, could make againſt it 2. 
3 | | e e 


II 
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Tum vero ingens nobis preter ea, quæ ſupra ſunt allata, argumen- 
tum ſuppeditat contra ſe Pagana religto, eo quod ubicunq; humana vi: 
Bw deſtituta eſt, plane coneidit, tanquam ſublato, quo uno ſtabat. Grotius 
1 die Veritat. Chriſtiane Relig. Lib. iv. c. 10. „ . 
z St. Chryſoſtom ſets off this ſubject, as he.dees moſt others, with a beautiful 
eloquence peculiar to himſelf. See his Demonſtration, n £53 Oeòg 6 Yeu. And 
yet | F cannot forbear tranſcribing ſome paſſages in another language, out of 4 
book, which I once met with, and much wiſh it in all hands. If thofe who read 
them think of them as I do, they will readily excuſe their length, and read them © 
with” pleaſure, even after the eloquent Chryſoſtom's oration. Sic e parvo ſe- 
mine crevit Eccleſia Chr ſtiana in aiborem, in ſylvam : quæ etiamnum 
viget, & magnam rerrarum partem obumbrat. Miremur interea vim 
[lp divinam hujuſce ſeminis, Chriſtiane Religionis intelligo progreſſum & in- 
| crementa ; quæ ab initiis exiguis urbes, regiones, imperia ſibi ſubjuga- 
vit, non armis aut armatorum turmis, ut olim invaluere Monarchiæ ce: 
lebres, & lex Mahometis : ſed a plebeiis, & piſcatoribus promulgata do- 
Arina, & per miracula czlitus confirmata, flexit in aſſenſum & obſe- 
quium genus humanum ; renitentibus interea tam Judzis quam Gentibus, 
Imperatoribus diu perſequentibus, & obluctante Diabolo, furiiſq; in- 
fernis. And again, Vi & armis utantur aliæ ſectæ, ut 1lta Mahometss : . 
alieno ſanguine madefacta creſcar & propagetur eorum:religio, 3 
. 55 | | NOKIA. . 
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FOR I may add, that it is the peculiar glory of our 
Faith to have been revealed in an age, in which, as many 
think, human literature attained to perfection, and 


wherein it was fare to undergo the molt ſtrict ſcrutiny. 


An argument, that the cunning of men could not diſco- 
ver the leaſt artifice or deceit in it, and that its 


| ſucceſs was wholly owing to its truth and goodneſs ſup- 


ported by the favour and power of God ; for when Man 
had done his utmoſt, God became concerned to unravel 


the cheat (if there was any) and to prevent the ſettle- 
ment of an impoſture; ſince the bare permiſſion of its 


increaſe, was in ſuch circumſtances to approve and re- 


commend it to future ages, as free from every juſt ſuſ- 


picion. Grotius therefore rightly concludes, 2 that 


„ if"God's Providence at all concern itſelf in human 
<- affairs, one cannot but believe this doctrine to be di— 
e vine”. So that St Paul might well reaſon as in tri- 
umph, where is the wiſe £ where is the [tribe ? where 


zs the diſputer of this world ? hath not God made fooliſh 
the wiſdom of this world? having choſen the fooliſh 


things of the world to confound the wiſe, and the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are 
— 2 b. This grain of muſtard-ſeed in the Parable, 


whoſe growth was ſo proſperous and amazing, muſt have 
been watered by dews and ſhowers of heavenly bleſling, 
and defended from the injuries of violence by a ſpecial 
Providence. 1 


— . OI — e 2 — 
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noſtra. Vincant Illi ut Hoſtes; Nos ut amici, monitores, conſiliarii. 
Minis & metu adigant alii ſerviles animas in ſuum gregem: Nos mon- 
ſtrata via ſalutis vitzq; æternæ, ut eam ingrediantur ſuademus, hor- 
tamur, & quodammodo propellimus; at ſola vi veritatis, & propri:e 
ſuæ Conſcientiæ ſtimulis. De Fide & officiis Chriſtianorum. Cap. 9. I 
ſcarce need to name the Author, the Spirit and the language will diſcover him to 
any one who has read with pleaſure Dr. Burnet's Theory of tle Earth in Latin. 

* S1 Deo ulla eſt cura rerum humanarum, non poſſ.t hoc dogma non 


divinum credi. De veritat. Chriſtianæ Relig. Lib. ii, Cap. 18. 
v 1 Cor. 1. 10, 27. | 


Bur 
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BU r what is more; doth not a ſucceſs by ſuch 
means, and in ſuch circumſtances of difficulty, and fo 
far beyond all human probability plainly prove, that Mi- 
racles were wrought, and that ſuch a change could not 
have been effected, but by a *power, whoſe excellency 
was not of men, but of God, and therefore it could not 
* be overthrown. His Spirit muſt needs have given what 
our Saviour promiſed his Apoſtles, a mouth and wiſdom, 
which all their Adverſaries ſhould not be able to gain- 
ſay or reſiſt *. The Lord muſt have worked with them, 
and confirmed their words, bearing them witneſs both 
with ſigns and wonders, and diverſe miracles and gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt ©, particularly, the gift of ſpeaking 


every language under heaven; which gift, if any, is 


miraculous ; and without it their labours had been yain, 
for they could not have publifhed the goſpel with 


ſucceſs or ſpeed : ſince the learning all languages was a 


qualification indiſpenſibly neceſſary unto them, and 
would have coſt them more years and pains to attain it, 


than were ſpent in teaching all nations. So that to 
theſe miracles and gifts joined to the power of truth and 


virtue, the wondrous' ſuccefs of their preaching is to be 


aſcrib'd ; an Argument you will beſt perceive the force 
of, in the words of a late excellent Prelate of our 


Church, © Whoever believes, that Chriſtianity could 


« make ſo {wift and ſo great a progreſs, as it is certain by 


ce all Hiſtory it did, only by the preaching of the Apo- 
« ſtles, without any miraculous gifts' or ſupernatural 
« afiiftance, wants not faith enough to be a chriſtian, if 
« he had but a will to it; for he believes already a much 
<« greater miracle, than any that is recorded in the Evan- 
ce gelical Story f. For I know no other notion of a 
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Miracle, than a work above natural cauſes, and human 
power andcomprehenſion; and ſuch. a one, I am ſure, every 
one muſt think the ſudden and univerſal reception the 
Goſpel met with. This muſt be the Lord's doing, and 
therefore . ought to be marvellous in our eyes b. 5 
Tothis, I ſhall add nothing more, but a reply to ſome 
objections againſt the doctrine of this diſcourſe, which take 
their riſe and ſtrength from the ſtate of Chriſtianity at this | 
.day. For thus the Infidel does argue : If the ſucceſs of the * 
goſpel was at any time ſo great and ſurpriſing as we have | 
_ repreſented it, why do not the ſame cauſes produce the 
ſame effects? Why hath not Chriſtianity maintained its 
conqueſts in their full extent? Is it not ſtrange and un- 
accountable, that the Miſſionaries, who are now ſent 
from Chriſtian countries, ſhould not convert vaſt crowds 
of Pagans, as the Apoſtles did heretofore, or indeed 
have long ago baptized in the name of Chriſt the large 
regions of the new diſcovered world? If the truth and 
goodneſs of the goſpel did once work a wondrous change 
on the minds, and manners of men, is it not improba- 
ble, that they, who now believe and profeſs it, ſhould 
be ſo ſcandalous and wicked in their lives, and tt every 
good work reprabate ? The concluſion therefore of the 
Infidel is this, that the ſtory of its ſuccels is an incredi- 
ble and amazing Fable. 
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* Nihilominus Chriftiana valuit Fides. Qui vi? mihi dicas velim. 
Diving aut Humana, Obſtiterunt, ut vides, Humana omnia. Namen his 
interfuiſſe negabis, ſummum & ineluctabile? Non minorem certe po- 
tentiam exigit, monſtratq; eventus: & quæ plurima 1dentidem inter- 
ceſſerunt miracula, Deum oſtentant præſentem, & cœptis aſpirantem. 
De Fide & officiis Chriſtianorum. Cap. 4. Cum illa Religionis Chriſtiane tam 
diuturna conti nuatio, & tam late diffuſa e ad nullam humanam 
4 efficaciam referri poſlit : ſequitur, ut tribuenda fit Miraculis, aut ſiquis 
; Miraculis neget id factum, hoc ipſum, quod fine miraculo tale quid 
tantas acceperit vires, majus habendum eſt omni miraculo, Grot. de 
exit. Chriſtianæ Relig. Lib. . cap. 22. | 
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Mx Anſwer to theſe objections is, that the Fact itſelf | 
appears upon both Pagan and Sacred records, and there- 
fore We muſt diſcredit all hiſtorical evidence in any mat- 


ter; or elſe we muſt allow, that Chriſtianity did once 


make the ſurpriſing progreſs we have been mentioning, 


and that its ſound went into all the earth, and its words 
unto the ends of the world h. And for this progreſs no 


reaſon can be given, but the force of truth, the charms of 
virtue, and the power of God working with both of 
them by Miracles, and qualifying the preachers of it by 
the gift of tongues, and at laſt, bearing undeniable wit- 
neſs to it by accompliſhing the Prophecies of Chriſt ; ſo 


that the world has had a ſufficient experiment of the 


power and efficacy of Chriſtianity ; and this ought to 
give a laſting credit and reputation to it, though we 
could not now account for its declining, and loſin 

ground. For i how unſearchable are God's judgments, 


and his ways paſt finding out? * Wiſdom and might are 


his; He changeth the times and the ſeaſons ; and he 


ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and giveth them to 


whomſoever he will, Why may it not be (ſo with 
Churches? eſpecially ſince our Saviour's threatning is 
not in the reaſon of it peculiar to the 7 eus; 
1 The kingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
And ſhould that Nation alſo not continue to bring forth 
fruits meet for ſuch a bleſſing, the ſame ſentence may 
in juſtice be pronounced on it; or there may be reaſon 
good for fulfilling what the Spirit ſaid unto the once 


flouriſhing Churches of Aſia, Remember therefore from 


whence ye are fallen, and do the firſt works , or elſe I 


vill come unto you quickly, and will remove your can- 
 dleſtick out of his place, except ye repent : and I will 


— 


h Rom. x. 18. K. Kam. xi. 33. 


k Dan. ii. 20, 21. iv. 25. Matt. Xxi. 43. ; 
D g1ve 
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give unto every one of you according to your works". 


Aud accordingly their Candleſtick hath been long ago 


removed, and they have been given up to darkneſs and 


their own inventions, a prey to ſlavery and Mahometiſm. 
So likewiſe it hath happened to the Churches of Afri— 
ca: And in Europe, according to the Prophecy of St. 


Paul, ® many have departed from the faith, giving 


heed to ſeducing Spirits, and to the Man of Sin, the 


Son of Perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf 


above all that is called God, or that is worſhipped ; 


whoſe coming is after the working of Satan, with all 
power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, and with all de- 


cetvableneſs of unrighteouſneſs . Nay, except WE re- 


gent, WE may all likewiſe periſh, being abandoned to 
Ignorance, deluſion and miſery. SL 25 
As to the ſpreading of our religion in Heathen 


Countries, it will appear from the nature of the thing 
that Converſions muſt be flow, ſince their Inhabitants 


are entire ſtrangers to thoſe plans and ſchemes of Pro- 


vidence ; which we learn from Moſes and the Prophets, 
to have been carrying on from the fall of Adam, and 


in them diſcover ſo uniform and wiſe a connexion of 
events, that we are certain to a demonſtration, that all 
the deſigns and promiſes of God to man have had a per- 


petual view and regard to Chriſt, and were to receive 
their final accompliſhment in Him, whoſe Dominion is 
an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, 
and his Kingdom, that which ſhall not be deſiroyed v. 


But beſides this ignorance of Sacred Hiſtory in the Hear- 


ers of the Goſpel, the Preachers of it now want that 
immediate and ſenſible demonſtration of Divine Autho- 


rity, which the Apoſiles gave by working Miracles. We 


— 
— 


— 


Mm Rev. 11. 57 23. | D I Tim. iv. I, - Theſſ. ls 9.3 Oe. 
9 Luke xiii, 5, ;p Dan. vii. 14. 
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are not therefore to expect numerous Proſelytes on a 
ſudden to the Chriſtian Faith, until God ſhall in his 
wiſe, appointed time furniſh out again a new miſſio 
of Apoſtles, with a meaſure of thoſe extravrdinarh 
Gifts, which he poured out on the day of Pentecoſt, 
particularly the Gift of Tongues ; though there is rea- 
ſon to believe, that our Religion would even now make 
larger conqueſts, was it as pure as in the carly ages, 


and thus preached, as of ſincerity, and in the ſight of 


God, + without worldly views, entirely free from any 
mixtures of ſuperſtition and error, from the cuſtoms and 
inventions of men, and never forced upon them, by the 
barbarous crueltics of a perſecuting Spirit. And if it does 
Not make ſo large a progreſs, when preached in its na- 


tive purity ; the conſequence is clear, that Miracles are 


alſo neceſlary to the ſpreading of it again, and that they 


were wrought in the carly ages of the goſpel, when the 


Kingdoms of this world became the Kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Chriſt. 


As to the little influence Chriſtianity hath at preſent 


on the minds and manners of its Profeſlors, the objecti- 
on is no leſs true againſt the principles of reaſon, be- 


cauſe men do not act and live accordingly. The blame 


ought not to fall upon the doctrines of the goſpel, but 


9 6—— 


Bi ſhoß Fleetwood does, 1 fear, too truly deſcribe the modern principles and 
views of ſome Chriſtian Miſſionaries, in his Sermon before the King, 
Nov. 5. 1700. I ſeek not yours, but you, ſaith St. Paul to the Corinthi- 
ans. But there are Miſſionaries of another Mind, that ſeek not Souls, but 
Gain, or Men for their eſtates ſake. Look well about, what ſort of Countries 
theſe great Zealots chuſe for Conqueſts ; if it be Tyre, or Sidon, or Damaſcus, 


rich and trading Cities; or ſome obſcure and poor, though populous inland places. 


See if the Glory of God, and good of Senls make ſo much noiſe in the cold and 
barren North, as they do in warmer, richer Climates, where Men reward as 
bell as God; and yet where Souls are full as valuable and dear to m, as in 
the Land of Havilah, where is Gold, and Bdellium, and the Onyx- 
D 2 upon 
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upon the Perſons, by whom theſe offences come, and 


who have it in their power to be as good and wz/e un- 
10 ſalvation, as Chriſtians ever were. They are not 


indeed now to have every article of faith enforced upon 
them by ns and wonders ; they are not to be called 


upon by Prophets, raiſed up on purpoſe to remind them 


of their duty, or to be aſliſted in it by extraordinary 


communications of Grace. It is enough that they 
have a ſtanding miniſtry of Preachers, to inſtruct, to 


exhort, and to reprove them; they muſt themſelves 
ſearch Hiſtory and Scripture, the writings of Moſes, 
the Prophets and Evangeliſts, for evidence of their 
faith and duty, and then imprint upon their minds by 
mature conſideration all the arguments and motives they 


find in them; that thus they may live under the influ- 


ences of conviction , and act with the aſſiſting grace 


of God, as they believe and know they ought. But 
the misfortune is, that many people do not hear, read, 


mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt the Holy Scriptures, 


nor are they ready to give a reaſon of the hope that is 


in them. They take up their religion as a faſhion, and 


lay it down again, as it grows out of date. They are 


born in a country where it is ſettled, and therefore 
they are of it. Had Providence but changed the climate 


of their birth, they would with equal reaſon have been 


Heathens or Mahometans. What wonder is it then, or 


what real reproach ought it to be unto Chriſtianity, that 
they ſhould live as Heathens or Mahometans, ſince their 
Principles are no wit better > beſides, the credit and 


worldly advantages of a Chriſtian faith, do now make 


many Hypocrites, who have no reaſon for their profeſ- 


ſion but their intereſt, which often ſuffers little by a 


wicked life. 


NOTHING 
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NoTHING now remains but one ſhort inference. 

1 Since our vices and impieties 4 do give occaſion to theſe 
; cenſures and reflections on Chri/tzanity, calling into 
queſtion the very truth of it, and branding the Son of 

God, and our Redeemer, With the odious names of De- 

| ceiver and Impoſtor. This conſideration ought moſt 
1 deeply to affect us with remorſe, and awaken us to 
repentance 3 1. am ſure the Apo/7/e ſpeaks of it with 
5 great concern, many walk, of whom I have told you 
# often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the croſs of Chriſt ; whoſe end is deſtruction, 

whoſe God is their belly, and whoſe glory is in their ſhame ; 

who mind earthly things; whereas our Converſation 
ought to be in heaven”. And can there be a more juſt 

upbraiding, or a greater aggravation of our guilt, than 
that the religion, which when perſecuted was ſo power 

ful on thoſe whoſe minds were prejudiced, and whoſe 

manners were deprayed by the principles of idolatry and 


8 rn _ ee ee at. A: 


4 Reland will inform us, how ſtrange a Character w x Chriſtians and ous 
Religion, on our account, have in Turkey; nor have W E, or THAT, I fear, a 
better in the Eaſtern and Weſtern Indies. Hodie vero Noſtri id agunt, 
ut vita & moribus ſuis videantur conſpiraſſe ad avertendos Turrarum 
animos a fide Chriſtians, Fraudes homine Chriſtiano indignæ, vita diſs 
ſoluta, mores pravi, conſortia turpiſſima, mendacia quibus ob leve lu- 
crum ſæpiſſime aliis imponunt, proverbium dedere Turcis, quod æterno 
nobis erit opprobrio, nifi novis moribus facta priora deleamus. Si quis 
Turca Conſtantinopoli Tureæ aliquid affirmet, narretve, & alter rege- 
rat Itane? An hoc fieri poteſt? An res ita ſe habet, uti dicis? Statim 
illum reſpondentem, cum indignatione audies, Putaſne me Chriſtianum 
eſſe? Pudeat profecto Tos 


Hec dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe reſelli. 


Sane quum animo recolo, quam parum convenienter ſan&iſfimis noſtræ 

religionis inſtitutis vivamus, Nos qui gloriamur nobis lumen Exangelii 

a Deo eſſe porrectum, præ tot aliis gentibus ( quarum virtutes & bona 

opera ne nomen quidam illud mereri ſolemusdicere ) mirari ſubit illam 

tanthm non univerſalem mentium cæcitatem & corruptionem, & De 
eligione Mobammedicd Præfat. Cap. 9. 


2 Phil. iii. 18, rc. 


ſuper- 
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ſuperſtition, ſhould yet have ſo little influence on moſt 
of us, who live in peace, and have from our childhood 


known the holy ſcriptures, which are able to make us 
wiſe unto ſalvation, and throughty furniſhed unto all 
good works, through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus* ? 


Ir theſe therefore be the preſent Circumſtances of 


Chriſtianity, Let us, my Brethren of the Clergy, be 


ſure to preach the goſpel as pure and perfect as we find it 
in the Holy Scriptures, never corrupting the word of 
God, or trathcking with invented doctrines for the riches, 

pleaſures, honours or dominion of this world : but let 


us always ſpeak as of ſincerity, and in the ſight of God, 
being influenced by no other motives, than his glory, 
the love of truth, and the good of ſouls. And above 


all, let us go before our flocks in the paths of virtue that 
we ſhew them, ſetting off every chriſtian grace with 


that engaging luſtre our examples will not fail to give 
it. For if a ſober, unblemiſhed and exemplary life do 


not adorn our miniſtry and doctrines, experience tells us, 
that our preaching and our labours are to little purpoſe, 
nay, quite thrown away among the generality of people, 
who have not cither honeſty or diſcretion enough to 
ſeparate the goodneſs of our religion from the badneſs 
of our lives. How much therefore it concerns even the 


Intereſts of the goſpel for us to be good, I cannot bet- 
ter inform you, than by a wiſe reflection of the late ju- 


dicious Biſhop Fleetwood. © With how much reaſon 
“ and ſtrength ſocver, ſays he, I think I could argue 
<« againſt thoſe men, who ſlight and diſcredit virtue and 
ce religion for the wickedneſs ſake of ſome bad Mini- 
ce ſters : Yet does my heart fail me when J conſider how 
« it is in fact, and to what degree theſe. good things 


2 


_ 


— 


2 Tim. iii. 15, 17. 


© In his Charge to the Clergy of the Dioceſe 
ef St. Aſaph, 1716+ P. 15, | | 
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ſuffer in the world from any of our notorious fail— 
ings. Then have I little joy in thinking, that men 
make falſe concluſions in theſe caſes, when 1 remem- 
ber they have made, and will to the end of the world 
make juſt the ſame concluſions. Then have I little 
regard to all that can be offered to theſe gainſayers of 
the truth, and rather turn my telf to you, / Bre 

thren of the Clergy with the moſt ſerious exhortation 
of St. Paul to Titus, u that you would in all things 


WO 
— 


A 
* 


is of the contrary part may be aſhamed, having no 
evil thing to ſay of you: and * giving no offence in 
« any thing, that the Miniſtry, or the Goſpel, be not 
blamed ; being blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and 
perverſe nation, among whom ye ſhine as lights in the 


World, holding forth the word of life“. 


BUT as the latter part of this Exhortation concerns 


A 
* 


us all; Let all of us my Brethren, whether of the Clergy 
or the Laity; and I intreat you, that we may, in the 


name of Chriſt, and for the ſake of our religion, * de- 
part from all iniquity, that the name of God and Chriſt 
be not blaſphemed among the Gentiles through usa. Let 


our actions be ever agrecable to our profeſſion; and let 


us excell others as much in our virtues, as our Religion 
doth theirs in purity and holineſs, in motives, aſſiſtances 
and rewards. Let us thus remove one main obſtacle to 
the progreſs of the Goſpel, and recommend it to the 
world by unblameable and exemplary lives, that we may 
give glory unto God, do honour to our Maſter and Re- 
deemer, ſave our own ſouls, and ſilence, if not convert 


our Enemies, that they ſeeing our * works me glorify 


pO EEE 
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u Pit. 11, 7. * 2 Cor. vi. Zo | | 
Phil. ii. 15. 2 2 Tim. ii. 19. Rom. Il, 2 
O 


ſhew your ſelves Patterns of good works, that he that 


— . 
* 
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bur Father, which is in Heaven, and believe in him, 


whom he-hath ſent, even his Son Chriſt Feſus. 
To whom with the Holy Ghoſt, three 7 but one 
wiſdom, and 


God, be bleſſmg, and glory, an 
thankſgiving, and honour for ever and ever. Amen. 
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